TEMPLE BETH A M

LIBRARY MINYAN

of Temple Beth Am

Temple Beth Am /Dy n'anTy
Livestreaming on Shabbat: Halakhic and Meta-Halakhic Considerations
Rabbi Adam Kligfeld

1. Tur, Orach Chayim 330:1

A woman giving birth is as one who
is dangerously sick. Thus we violate
Shabbat on her behalf, for whatever
she needs. We call her an expert,
from this place to that. And we
midwife her. And we light a candle
for her, even if she is blind. And
nevertheless, anything that we can
change, we change...For the first
three days, even if she says, "I have
no need," we violate shabbat on
her behalf if her friends say she
needs. And the Ramban wrote that
even if there is no expert that says
she needs it, we do it .

2. Shulchan Arukh, Orach Chayim
306:9
9. It is forbidden to say to a
non-Jew that they should go

outside the Shabbat limits to find
the relatives of a dead person, so
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that the relatives could come and
eulogise them. But for a sick person
for whom the world is harsh, and
they say to send for the sick
person's relatives, this is certainly
permitted.

3. Shulchan Arukh, Choshen
Mishpat 254:1

A dying person who requests that
they effectuate his bequests, and it
has one se'if. Even though the
bequests of a dying person do not
require kinyan, if he requeste dthat
they acquire from him, they acquire
from him. Even on Shabbat, for this
is an unneeded acquisition. And
some say that even if there is some
[potential] expense/loss in the
acquisition, such as he writes out
all of his possessions and explains
that it should not be reversed
[even] if he stands, we acquire on
shabbat. Gloss: And some say that
even if it is a partial bequest that
does require kinyan, even though it
seems that he is not giving it out of
worry for his death since he is not
giving away it all, even so we
acquire from him on Shabbat.
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4. Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove, Article in Forward, March 2021

Yes, we have enlarged the boundaries of Shabbat engagement, but in doing
so we have stretched well beyond the traditional boundaries of Shabbat
observance. The texts, the teleprompters, the technology — none of it falls
under the Conservative movement’s pre-pandemic interpretation of
halakhah (Jewish law). Are the innovations of this past year here to stay, or
will we look back on them as a singular response to this pandemic?

It is not an easy balancing act to both justify leniencies and affirm
stringencies. But it is the balancing act by which any rabbinic career,
synagogue community or individual Jewish journey should be guided.
Ultimately, our strength lies not so much in finding neat resolution to
insoluble questions, but in a thoughtful and transparent embrace of the
tensions we face. Difficult as it is, it is a struggle well worth having. It has
sustained our people for generations.

5. Email from TBA member, April 2025

| am incapacitated due to a very bad back. And this is my first of many many years
that | will not be in shul on Pesah. | am so grateful that | can attend service on You
Tube.



	 

