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ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION ON PURIM

Dos andDon'ts

AnAd HocCommittee appointed by theLibrary Minyan Steering Committee toconsider improvements
in our PurimandSimchat Torah Services met inJanuary. Thiscommittee considered issues relating toexcessive
drinking, drinking by minors and decorum. The committee members included a teenager, the chair of the ritual
committee, parents and longtime minyan members.

It was emphatically not the committees purpose to propose major changes in our services for these two
holy days. The consensus was that they are among the best celebrations of these holidays available this side of
the Hudson River.

The following suggestions havebeen adopted by the committee. Library Minyan members are urged to
support these minor changes for our safety and enjoyment of the celebrations.

• ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

Alcoholic beverages should be kept in the possession of those who brought them or on one table.
Volunteers will be recruited to stay at this table as "bartenders", both to assist those imbibing and to
assure that minors are not drinking excessively without the knowledge and consent of their parent(s),
and that people who are likely to be driving that eveningdo not get drunk.

• ALCOHOL ON THE BIMA AND AVIUD

Alcoholic Beverages shouldgenerally not be drunk on the Bima or at theAmud (table) used for
reading the Torah or the Megillah. At no time is it appropriate to swig hard liquor from a bottle or
have bottles of liquoron theAmud or Bima.

• ALCOHOL AND iMLNORS

It is not our intention to prevent minors from drinking at all, however, it is parents' responsibility to
monitor this sort of activity.

EMPTY LIQUOR/WINE BOTTLES
Empty bottles shouldbe adequately discarded. Children should
not be given empty bottles to "pretend" todrink from, to tie to
Tallitot or to refill with water.

DRINKING AND DRIVING

We do not want to be responsible for tragic events that result
from drinking and driving. Please besure to have a designated
driver if you are planning on consuming alcoholic beverages.
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