
GOOD SHABBOSI

Today we read Parsha Yitro, one of the most significant

in the Torah. I want to concentrate on the namesake of this

section - his history, his place in the lore of Biblical

Judaism, and the part of the congregation that he represents

- the Gerim, or converts. Then I would like to tell you

about other Biblical converts and finally, why I find Yitro

and the stories of other converts so interesting.

There are several classifications of converts mentioned

in the Torah and rabbinic literature. The one that occurs

most often is the ger tzedick or ger emet, the person who

accepts the yoke of the covenant whole-heartedly, and is

circumcised and/or goes to the mikvah. Because the process

of converting is not an instantaneous one, there were

classifications for people who had some relationship with

Israel, but had not concretized it - They were gere toshov or

gere gerurim - informal converts, who observed the Noachide

laws and had rejected idolatry, but had not accepted formal

conversion. The third classification is gere arayot, so

called "lion converts", who converted from fear. The

original Samaritans are given as an example of the gere

In the Aggada, Yitro is the model and example of the ger

tzedick. Originally a counselor of Pharoah, he had

association with Job, Balaam and according to some accounts.
























