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Against Universal
Peace?

—by Mitchell MflJer

IVho could

universal peace?
thought is enough
one to anathema.

be against
The very

to subject
To question

the desirability of modifying
the Kaddish to include a prayer
for universal peace suggests
that one is a hawk, nay,
virtually a warmonger. But not
every splendid thought needs to
be expressed at each and every
point in our daily speech, let
alone in our prayers.

Not only do we have before
us a proposal to add "peace for
the whole world" to the Kaddish
Shalem, but it has been
advanced that we ought to make
the addition of such a phrase
without even considering it a
change in the liturgy. (Is the
proposal intended to eventually
extend to all Kaddishes? To

any additions the Sh'liach
Tzibbur wishes to make? We do

not know.)
A few historical,

procedural and substantive
points in response to the
proposed addition need to be
made:

First, the adoption of
Siddur Sim Shalom by no means
indicates that the Minyan has
accepted its liturgy verbatim.
The book simply appeared one
day in the chapel. Many
members of the Minyan are quite
dissatisfied with it, to say

nothing of its method of
adoption. Its frequently
inaccurate but politically
correct translations (or non-
translations) grate on the
nerves. One is never sure

which congregations use the
"aIternative" sections and
which use the parts "some
congregations add" or why.

Second, the existence of a
particular prayer in Siddur Sim
Shalom (or any siddur, for that
matter} does not necessarily
imply that we will include it
in our service. To mention
only one example, the short
Talmudic passage beginning
"Amar Rabbi £lazar," although
included in the Sim Shalom just
prior to Aleinu, was dropped
from our services many years
ago — though no one remembers
why - though it contains some
beautiful thoughts as well.
Indeed, few Ba'alei T'filah
include the word "Sa'olam" (in
the concluding paragraph of the
Amidah, as mentioned in the
proposal} in their davening.

Third, it has never been
our practice to change our
service, and certainly not to
change the liturgy, without a
full study of the matter and
approval by the Minyan. I
don't see any reason why we
should change that procedure.

As to the substance of the

proposal, although Kaddish may
not be as "core" to the prayer
service as the Amidah, it is
one of the greatest and most
universal parts of the
service. If we are to add the
proposed phrase to all
Kaddishes, we must consider












